
I  hope you are all having a good 
Summer and enjoying your 

gardens with the mix of weather 
we have had. 
There is always plenty of work to 
do in the garden, eg cutting shrubs 
back following the downpours 
which has made them grow and 
weeds seem to flourish. Hanging 
baskets and tubs have been good 
for me with geraniums and 

begonias giving constant colour, 
keep feeding once a week and 
they should continue into the 
Autumn. Regular picking of 
runner beans and courgettes 
help with the daily meals. 
We had a good Summer Show 
and look forward to one of our 
biggest for entries: The Autumn 
Show on September 3rd. 
A good afternoon at our Club 
event was enjoyed by members 
when Jacqueline Aviolet’s talk 
was ‘I am a Tulip what are You’. 
A full hall for our last Quiz 
Evening was as usual brilliant. 
We had an excellent day visiting 
Wisley with  our annual trip of 2 
coaches and thanks to 
T h u n d e r s l e y  G a r d e n i n g 
Association for the use of their 
RHS membership No. 
This year we had a Craft 
exhibition to enjoy as well as the 
gardens. 
RHS Hyde Hall will have had 
their Annual Flower Show by the 
time you get this newsletter but 
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BENFLEET HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

AUTUMN SHOW 
Saturday 3rd September 

Richmond Hall, Benfleet, SS7 5HA       open at 2.30 p.m. 
Refreshments, Raffle, Plant & Craft Stalls PLUS Great Exhibits in 

Flowers, Vegetables, 
Cookery, Handicraft 

also Floral Art 
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was enjoyable and gets bigger 
each year. 
RHS Wisley have their Flower 
Show on September 6-11th. 
Gardens Open in our area 
have been good this year, 2 
members in the NGS Yellow 
Book, Allan and Diane 
Downey of Underhill Rd and 
John and Barbara Spooner of 
Una Rd Bowers Gifford have 
great gardens to enjoy as well as 
their home made cakes. St 
Mary's Church raised £1159 
with 9 gardens open in Benfleet 
and Canvey Island.  
Peter our Stores Volunteer has 
been busy and organised a new 
cement floor at the back storage 
area of the stores this will 
eliminate the water coming up 
through the tiles that we 
experienced for several years - 
many thanks Peter 
I hope to see you all at the stores, 
on a coach or at the show. 
Continue to enjoy your garden. 

Terry  

Please help the Show Secretary 

and have all your entries with us 

by Thursday, Sept. 1st midday. 

As you probably know, this can 

be done on our website. 



 
BENFLEET 

 HORTICULTURAL  
SOCIETY 

SPRING 
SHOW 

Richmond Hall, 
Benfleet,SS7 5HA 

APRIL 2017 
All members welcome to exhibit  Fruit, 
Vegetables, Crafts, Cakes & Flowers 

If you need help to show for the first time, call in the 
store or phone a committee member who will be 

delighted to help you. 

The more people showing the better the show! 

 

SEE in STORE OR YEAR BOOK FOR 
MORE DETAILS 

 

Monday 5th September 

 Joan Williams 
“A Tudor Cook at 

Kentwell Hall” 
Joan talks about the history of the house and her 
experiences as a Tudor cook in the great kitchen. 

Fri Nov 11th 
@ 8 p.m. 

Quiz night 
For a great time with our 

quizmaster  
Simon Foxen 
 

Just a reminder for those who have booked a table, please 
let us know if you are unable to come as we have several 

tables on the reserve list. 
held at the St Mary’s Church Hall, 376 High Road 

Benfleet SS7 5HL. 

DELIVERY 

W e are only too 
pleased to deliver to 
members in the 
Benfleet area free of 

charge if they do not have a car. 
Owing to the cost of petrol we 
have decided we must make a 
charge to other members. Locally 
will be £1. Greater distances will be 30p per mile.  

 

Mon Oct 10th 
 
 

Nick 
Dobson 

 
 

"Dazzling Dahlias" 
Nick Dobson is a freelance events organiser and speaker having 
been Principal Librarian for Redbridge. He has been a keen 
gardener for more than 40 years and is a former National Fuchsia 
Champion. 

FREE - NO CHARGE  CLUB EVENT 2 p.m. 
Refreshments will be provided 

held at the St Mary’s Church Hall, 376 High Road Benfleet SS7 5HL.  

A.G.M. 
Our A.G.M. will be on Thursday 8th December at 8 p.m. in St Mary’s Church Hall, 376 High Road Benfleet SS7 5HL.  



S tores takings have 
recovered so that we 
are now running equal 
to last year's takings. 

This is good news considering 
the appalling weather up to 
July. As previously reported, 
we have had to throw away 6 x 
25kgs of seed potatoes and 
about 20kgs of onion sets and 
shallots. We will need to 
adjust the order for next year. 
The weather was never 
condusive for planting in 
March or April (my seed 
potatoes are still in the seed 
tray well chitted). 

T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e 
improvement on takings from 
earlier in the year is 
undoubtedly due to the 
purchases we made when the 
Cottage Nursery (Southend) 
closed down. We have sold 
hundreds of ceramic and 
terracotta pots and many 
other lines we do not usually 
stock. At the time of writing, 
we are going to look at some 
Christmas lighting they are 
offering us and a few other 
lines. 

The work on the rising damp 
problem in the back of the 
stores is progressing well. A 
triple layer of damp proofing 
has been covered with four 
inches of concrete and so far 
all is dry. We have installed a 
sump pump at the back of the 
s to r e s  and  th i s  w i l l 
automatically pump away any 
water that usually lays there. 

We are still looking for any 
old kitchen units for the back 
store area, if any member can 
help please contact Bob 
(01268 753479). 

It is reported in the press that 
6 billion less plastic bags are 
being used – we have noticed 
this because our welcome 

NEWS FROM THE STORE 
The 2016 Summer 

Show 

supply from members has all but 
dried up. 

Spring bulbs have been ordered 
and should be available at the 
beg inn ing  o f  Sep tember . 
Daffodils, Tulips, Hyacinths both 
prepared (for Christmas) and 
unprepared. Crocus, Allium and 
many more. 

This being the last newsletter of 
the year, I would like to thank all 
the volunteers who help in the 
Stores. As you will have seen, 
there are new faces serving this 
year and their help has been 
invaluable. Peter being so much 
more progressive than me, has 
moved all the damp proof work 
along magnificently. Doreen and 
Luke keep the shelves with the 
weighed goods fully stocked and 
Lyn in her wellies – is a sight to 
behold - when watering all the 
plants out front. Hazel organises 
all the staff rotas – even when we 
all go on holiday together. 

But without our customers, the 
Stores would not survive – so 
thanks to everyone! 

                                        Bob Frith                                                                                                                                                                                       

OUTINGS 
AYLETTS NURSERY  DAHLIA SHOW  

SUNDAY 11th SEPT  
Cost £12.50 

Still a few seats left - Please pay for your seat in the stores 
 

HATFIELD HOUSE FLORAL ART SHOW  
SUNDAY 16th OCT  

 Cost £15 
Please note the house and gardens are not open but the restaurant and 

shops are. 
 

We are now collecting £5 deposit from anyone who puts their name down  

  



Christmas. 

Dig over your plot, removing any 
perennial weeds and add  plenty 
of well rotted organic compost. 

Cover beds with polythene, 
carpet or cardboard to protect the 
soil from heavy rain and suppress 
weeds. 

Rhubarb, Raspberries and 
Gooseberries can still be planted. 

Continue clearing away old 
plants and dead material. 

Take down and clean away any 
supports that are not needed. 

It is a good time to lime your soil 
if required. 

Prune Gooseberries when the 
leaves have fallen. They can be 
pruned between now and next 
Spring. Cut out any damaged, 
dead or diseased branches and 
remove any that cross over in the 
centre of the bush. 

Finish the digging if it is not too 
wet. There is nothing worse for 
our clay soil than to walk on it 
when it is wet. 

next Spring. 

For Japanese Onions, prepare the 
ground first so the sets go in 
easily, add all purpose fertilizer 
and bury the sets 7 – 10 cm 
apart, with their tips just below 
the surface. 

Plant new Strawberry plants – the 
sooner you plant them the 
sooner they will get established 
and the bigger crop next year. 

Turn your compost heap as you 
add all the dead plant material. 
Water if its dry and cover to keep 
it warm. 

OCTOBER 

Harvest remaining summer 
vegetables before the first frosts. 

Cover Autumn salads with 
cloches or fleece (both can be 
bought from your Stores). 

Sow Broad Bean seeds for next 
year – unfortunately, they won't 
survive a severe winter. 

Plant Garlic, Onions, Rhubarb 
and Currant and Gooseberry 
bushes. 

Take down and clean supports 
for climbing Beans, Peas and 
Tomatoes. 

Clear away dead plant material. 

Begin winter digging. (Maybe I 
will get it done this year). 

Rhubarb should be entering its 
dormant period now, so it is best 
time to divide and replant the 
old crown. 

For an early crop of Peas next 
year, sow a hardy overwintering 
Pea variety in a warm, sheltered 
spot. Protect plants with a cloche 
or fleece over the winter. 

Remove yellow leaves from 
Cabbages and Brussels - leaving 
them to rot on the ground 
encourages grey mould. 

NOVEMBER 

Keep harvesting Runner Beans 
(hopefully, we have had a mild 
Autumn). 

Brussel Sprouts taste better after 
a first frost, but if you start too 
soon they will all be gone before 

A s I said in the June 
Newsletter, late sowing 
need not be disastrous 
– I am picking many 

veg now and so far, no blight on 
Tomatoes or Potatoes. My 
Runner Beans are "blackfly free" 
with no pesticides, only water. A 
blackfly lives for 2 weeks and in 
that time can produce 3,000 
more blackflies. So an infestation 
starts with just a few adult flies 
and soon becomes thousands. 
This year I have used the jet 
setting on my hose and washed 
them off whenever I see a few of 
them. It has worked really well. 

SEPTEMBER Top Tasks 

1. P r e p a r e  a l l  y o u r 
 vegetables for the Show 
 on 3rd September. 

2. Harvest Beans, Tomatoes, 
Peppers,  Sweetcorn, 
Leeks and main crop 
Potatoes. 

3. Pick Autumn Fruit: 
Plums, Apples, Pears and 
Raspberries. 

4. Plant Spring Cabbages 
and Japanese Onion Sets 
to overwinter for next 
year. 

5. Clear away all dead 
foliage as soon as crops 
have finished – add it to 
your compost heap 
provided there is no signs 
of disease (blight etc.) 

This is your last chance to sow 
Spinach, Swiss Chard, Winter 
Lettuces and further batches of 
Rocket. You may need to cover 
them with cloches. A few last 
minute Radishes may give you a 
late crop depending on the 
weather. Spring Onions sown 
now may overwinter ready for 


